SH&aT U9 @ HI The Peacock in Walpole Park, Ealing

It HI 8% fem gre finrm The heart sinks when the peacock screams
o fe &5t 973, %y fAHe faar The night bleeds pierced with its cries
it T 5% fom e i The heart sinks when the peacock screams

0 . A 6o = n The colour laughs and then wails
ddl JHE! |[dd!, gdl g <" Idd!

The heart sinks when the peacock screams

~ «»HH P? 1%?? - ﬁr:rrr The body shivers and the world rejoices
le'g ddll Ie3, Hdl JHE! [dd!

The heart sinks when the peacock screams

It HI 8% fow grer It yearns for mango flowers lost long ago
fog wrgt = J g9, f&d B3er fgar :
= The heart sinks when the peacock screams

Tt 119 5 fow YHer i It rains incessantly, it never stops

fpm et 9 Hte feg ge faar The heart sinks when the peacock screams
Trying to slake the thirst burning in its chest

Tat HI 8% fo® AT fipr

et o= feg ge, U9 3ue faar The heart sinks when the peacock screams
Weighing its wings in the sweet prison

HO®% 9 U® urst Arfont & 2t

Everybody saw it in its cage
Moaning and dancing

WHIHIS §T& Amarjit Chandan (b. 1946)

&% S9o faaT, &® S99 fad"

Translated from Punjabi by the author, with Amin Mughal. From “Mother Tongues,” ed. Daniel Weissbort and Stephen Watts, publ. King’s College London 2001, Reprinted by permission.
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