O tpravtag@uAAileg Roses

[Tapea pe tov yeopetpn Kol Tov KNpommAaotn In company with the aphid and the grasshopper
PUTEWA (PETOC TPLAVTAPUAALES OTOV KI)IIO I have planted roses in the garden this year
avTl va YpAaQ® moupata instead of writing poems
TNV eKaTOQUAAN a6 to omitt pe to nevlog otov Aylo Oapd, the centifolia from the house in mourning at Ayios Thomas
tnv e§nvtaguAAn mou epepe o Midag amo v Ppuyia, the sixty-petalled rose Midas brought from Phrygia
tnv Moaykowavr) mou 11p0e amo thv Kiva, the Banksian that came from China
HooXeUuHaTa Ao T PovadlKl) JoUooLETTA II0U eaednoe cuttings from the last mouchette surviving
HPeo' TNV oAl THV IOAT, in the old city,
aAAd mporavtag tnv Rosa Gallica mmou £pepav but especially Rosa Gallica, brought by the Crusaders
01 OTAUPOPOPOL, (otherwise known as damascene)
11ou cAA1Rg TNV Agpe Kal SaPaoKn v, with its exquisite perfume.

pe to e€aiolo ap®RA TG,
In company with the aphid and the grasshopper

ITapea pe tov ye@peTpn Kol Tov KNPomAaoTl) but also the spider mite, the tiger moth, the leaf miner,
aAAQ KAl TOV TETPAVUXO, TOV TLyp1], TOV QUAAOGETY), the mole and the hover-fly

T pnAoAovOn, tn Xpuoopuya, the praying mantis that devours them all,

to adoyaxt tng Iavaylag mou ta tpoel 0Aa, we shall be sharing leaves, petals, sky,

Ba polpaotovupe @UAAQ, IETAAA, OUPAVO, in this incredible garden,

OTOV A@PAVTAOTO AUTO KIIIO both they and I transitory.

K1 QUTOL K1 £Y® IIEPACTLKOL.
translated from the Greek Cypriot
Niki Marangou by Stephanos Stephanides
reprinted by permission reprinted by permission

Celebrating the 2004 EU enlargement : poems from each of the 10 new member states - Cyprus, Czech Republic, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Malta, Poland, Slovakia and Slovenia.
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