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...In this life I can do what I want,

..000gICep 6gErr68EE0:030060

acPepoqg [§8es0me0om8 Everyone will remain jealous
©$708 0§3[03086 seo0mp Even shrouded in my wounds
3305,§55]qu Goagﬁy)%dl)%g How many times one has to die.
Qgg)g@gg% 51390?%98 Before I'm an old lady with a crooked spine
orgepgoo,§g of...00¢... I might go to a meditation centre... I might not...
sofeolgllg€ 65 . . . ves . .. I might behave... I might not...
60R,0900& ‘00pde33ERAIE: . . . 0eAIC: I might ‘get on’ with whoever I meet... I might not
32600E:08 . . . 0cpo0d My corpse might look pretty... it might not
32800505 . . . 0055530ded I might move the trove of my poems into cyberspace
ngpBad 6.3 Or make an appointment with the grim reaper...
6006Csd 2083900 In practice
CO0560Y, . . . DAOOGE . . . [ forget my age,
ofesnd esogiqQ obed: I wage wars for a world that 1s worth living in
6070005 p36005GVPOD GCNEEINE I harrow this soiled and sodden field of life
g0g@eog000dal: g I sow the seeds of dukkha
§relgoy sBdleon Until my bones fall apart.

033 Ma Ei (b. 1948)

translated from the Burmese
by ko ko thett & James Byrne

from “Bones will Crow - 15 Contemporary Poets” edited and translated by ko ko thett and James Byrne, published by Arc Publications 2012. Reproduced here by permission.
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